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Rep. Debbie Buckner to Receive Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s 

River Legislator Award, September 24
September 23, 2010 - Atlanta, GA - Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (UCR) will honor State Representative Debbie Buckner of Columbus, GA, with its 2010 River Legislator Award on Friday night, September 24, at the Georgia Aquarium during the organization’s 16th Annual Patron Appreciation Dinner.  Rep. Brian Thomas, who received this honor in 2007, will present the award to Rep. Buckner and Rep. Doug McKillip of Athens.

Both legislators are being honored by UCR this year for their extraordinary efforts to protect Georgia’s waterways during the 2010 legislative session. Despite their membership in the minority party, they were able to build a bi-partisan majority in their House Natural Resources Committee to force the issue of fairness to downstream water users into consideration on several occasions. They were even able to halt consideration of bills to make appeals of water permitting decisions much more difficult than they are at present.
During the event, former Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin will present UCR’s prestigious River Guardian Award to Ray Anderson and the company he founded, Interface, Inc., and Georgia Tech will receive the organization’s first River Sustainability Award. More than four hundred guests are expected to gather to celebrate the river, the honorees, and the 16 years of dedicated service UCR has provided for the millions of people and wildlife that depend on the Chattahoochee River. 

The event begins at 6:30pm with a reception, followed by a seated dinner and program. In addition enjoying live and silent auctions and live music, guests will hear from global water advocate Alexandra Cousteau about Expedition Blue Planet: North America, a five-month interactive exploration of critical water issues which Ms. Cousteau launched this past June in cooperation with the Royal Bank of Canada. 
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A native of Georgia, Debbie Buckner grew up in Columbus and now represents that city and all of House District 130 in the General Assembly. Elected in 2002, Debbie currently serves on the Natural Resources 
& Environment Committee and as the Environmental Policy Chairperson for the Democratic Caucus.  In 2007, 2008, 2009 the Georgia Conservation Voters honored her with an Environmental Leadership Award. Debbie and her husband, Mike, live at Fielder's Mill in Talbot County, and have three children, Josh, John and Olivia.
Event sponsors include Colonial Pipeline Company; The Coca-Cola Company; Interface Environmental Foundation, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution; BNY Mellon; Ellis Communications, Georgia-Pacific LLC; Cox Conserves; JST Foundation; Kilpatrick, Stockton, LLP; Newfields; Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP; Turner Enterprises, Inc.; RIOT Atlanta; Chevron; Davis, Pickren & Seydel, LLP; Kafra; MeadWestvaco; Merrill Lynch; MWH; RBC Bank (USA); Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP; Southwire Company; The Home Depot Foundation; and UPS. For a complete list of sponsors, auction preview, past honorees and more go to www.chattahoochee.org
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Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper is a 4,700-member, nonprofit organization whose mission is to protect and preserve the Chattahoochee River and the river system for the people and wildlife that depend upon it.  The Chattahoochee, one of the most threatened rivers in the nation, is the primary source of drinking water for metro Atlanta. 
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